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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  oe  TEik 

Lanchester  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

At  the  Census  taken  in  April,  1911,  the 
population  of  the  Rural  District  of  Lanchester  was 
32,237,  and  I  estimate  the  population  at  the  middle 
of  the  year  1913  at  33,526,  and  the  returns  made 
herewith  are  based  on  the  latter  figures. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  51,151  acres  The 
surface  is  hilly,  a  ridge  running  from  west  to  east 
divides  the  district  into  two  unequal  parts  and 
branches  of  this  ridge  form  hills  and  valleys  ;  the 
ridge  being  occupied  by  Urban  Districts  The 
surface  consists  of  sand,  shale,  sandstone  and  clay 
forming  the  upper  parts  of  the  coal  measures  of  the 
carboniferous  series  The  population  is  located 
chiefly  in  a  number  of  colliery  villages  with  a  large 
proportion  of  scantily  peopled  agricultural  and 
moorland  areas. 

The  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district 
numbered  469,  an  increase  on  last  year’s  number  of 
67.  The  deaths  were  at  the  rate  of  14  49  per  1,000. 
The  number  of  deaths  occurring  before  the  age  of 
1  year  was  144  at  the  rate  of  143*1  ,per  1,000  births 
registered.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic 
Diseases  was  50  at  the  rate  of  149  per  1,000,  and 
from  Diarrhoea  38,  at  the  rate  of  1*13  per  1,000. 
There  occurred  29  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuber= 
culosis  (Phthisis),  and  7  from  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  making  an  annual  rate  of  (for  36  cases) 
1  07  per  1,000.  15  deaths  were  caused  by  Cancer. 

24  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  and 
3  uncertified  deaths  were  registered. 
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The  number  of  births  registered  belonging  to 
the  district  was  1,006,  corresponding  to  an  annual 
rate  of  3006  per  1,000  There  are  now  two 
Lady  Health  Visitors  in  the  district  and  it  is  to  be 
anticipated  that  the  infant  mortality  will  be 
materially  reduced  in  future  due  to  their  work 
among  the  Mothers  of  the  Babies. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

312  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified, 
including  92  cases  of  Diphtheria,  an  increase  of  67 
over  the  number  for  1912,  and  183  cases  of 
Scarletina  an  increase  of  14  on  the  previous  year. 
Erysipelas  numbered  25,  Enteric  Fever  10,  and 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  and  Poliomyelitis  1  each. 
These  cases  were  situated  as  shewn  in  Table  II. 

37  cases  were  reported  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  16  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  The 
distribution  of  these  is  also  shewn  in  Table  II. 
16  deaths  occurred  in  the  district  from  Diphtheria 
a  mortality  of  17*39 %.  The  rate  of  mortality  points 
to  a  very  beneficial  effect  of  the  provision  of 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  provided  to  the  medical 
practitioners  of  the  district  and  used  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  disease. 

5  deaths  occurred  from  Scarletina  in  a  total 
number  of  cases  of  183,  a  mortality  of  2*7  per  cent. 
Enteric  Fever  caused  4  deaths,  Whooping  Cough  5, 
Measles  15,  Influenza  4,  and  Erysipelas  1.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  close  the  schools  at  Hedley  Hill 
and  Mai  ton  Colliery  during  the  year  for  prevalence 
of  Measles,  and  the  school  at  High  Westwood  for 
Diphtheria  from  30th  October  to  21st  November. 
The  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  died  within  a 
week  of  onset,  and  the  case  of  Poliomyelitis  has 
gradually  improved. 
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With  respect  to  the  large  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  ina  and  Diphtheria  I  have  in  addition  to  the 
Table  II  prepared  a  table  shewing  the  occurrence  of 
the  cases  during  the  year  in  the  different  months, 
and  as  to  Diphtheria  the  cases  occurring  in  each 
parish  are  shewn  as  they  occur  in  the  different 
months. 
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,  the  year  there  has  been  a 

improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  back  streets  at 
New  house  Road  and  Durham  Road,  Esh  Winning, 
all  the  streets  of  the  Consett  Iron  Co/s  property  at 
Langley  Park  and  also  the  back  streets  in  the  area 
at  the  east  end  of  Langley  Park.  These  improve-, 
ments  must  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  health  of 
the  occupiers  of  the  adjoining  houses  Iheie  aie 
other  back  streets  in  the  district  .which  should  be 
taken  in  hand  as  early  as  possible  The  water 
supply  has  been  plentiful  during  the  year  and  the 
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Weardale  and  Consett  Water  has  been  laid  on  to 
30  houses  which  previously  had  an  inadequate 
supply.  There  are  occasions  when  the  pressure  at 
Burnhope  is  insufficient  and  some  steps  should  he 
taken  to  give  a  better  pressure. 

At  Derwentside  Cottages  the  space  between 
the  streets  is  too  little  and  the  ashpits  are  too  close 
to  the  houses.  A  great  improvem*  nt  to  this 
property  would  he  the  asphalting  of  the  back  streets 
and  the  substitution  of  water-closets  for  the  privies 
and  ashpits  so  as  to  avoid  the  nuisance  of  scavenging 
the  ashpits.  There  is  also  a  great  need  of  a  road 
from  these  houses  to  the  main  road. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK. 

Number  of  cases  of  Nuisances  and  structural 
defects  in  connection  with  dwelling-houses 
reported  and  observed  ...  ...  1445 

Number  of  the  above  remedied...  ...  142*2 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

and  abated  ...  . .  ...  17 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  ...  ..  179 

Number  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  230 

Number  of  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  26 

All  the  Cowsheds  and  Slaughter-houses  have 

n 

been  regularly  inspected 
Number  of  new  houses  built  and  occupied 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  87 

Number  of  Ash-closets  substituted  tor  in¬ 
sanitary  Ashpit  Privies  ...  ...  215 

Number  of  Water-closets  substituted  for  same  25 
Plans  have  been  approved  for  houses  in 

number  ...  ...  ...  77 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  other  buildings 

in  number  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act 
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Number  of  houses  found  defective  j  32 

(Defects  consisting  of  damp  walls  and  floors, 
defective  spouting,  unpaved  yards,  and 
defective  roofs  ) 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  10 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  orders  ...  9 

Number  of  houses  closed  without  orders  ...  9 


28  houses  at  Wagtail  Cottages,  Craghead,  will 
be  closed  as  soon  as  the  new  houses  now  in  course 
of  erection  are  ready  for  occupation. 

Sewage  disposal  works  are  provided  for  at 
Craghead,  The  Middles,  Holmside,  Peart ree-,  Langley 
Park,  Ushaw  Moor,  Esh  Winning,  Waterhouses 
Station  area,  Cornsay  Colliery,  Quebec,  Mai  ton 
Colliery,  Croniweil  and  Hedleyhope  Colliery. 

Land  irrigat  ion  is  adopted  at  Burn  hope, 
Maiden  Law,  Medomsley,  Medomsley  Edge,  Bradley 
Cottages,  Villa  Real,  Castleside,  Templetown, 
Del  ves  Terrace,  and  Cornsay  Village. 

At  East  Hedleyhope  the  sewage  is  discharged 
on  to  the  ballast  heaps,  part  of  which  is  levelled  to 
facilitate  distribution. 

At  Derwent  Cottages  the  sewage  works  have 
been  abandoned  owing  to  subsidence,  and  the 
sewage  is  now  connected  to  the  Benfieldside  sewers 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  BUCK  IIAM, 


TUBULE  X. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  previous  years.  LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT- 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water}  51,151  Total  population  at  all  ages,  32,237 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  6,344.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5. 


TABLE  XI. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during-  the  year  1913.  LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 
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TJAIBILIE  IV. 

L  A  NCR  ESTER  RU  RAL  DISTRICT. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  ,  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  A ges  under  1  Year  of  Age 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year — Legitimate  975,  Illegitimate  31,  Total  1?006, 


